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1st Annual Midway Raider- 

Round Up Marching Band 

Competition 

Midway High School hosted their first ever-

Marching Band Competition on Saturday, 

October 5th. The competition began around 

noon and continued through the night. When 

the MHS band director, Joshua Tew, was 

asked the reason behind hosting the 

competition, he explained that it 

would be good for the 

community as well as a good 

fundraiser for the MHS band.       

The grand champion of the day 

was Scotland High School. The 

stadium was full, and the 

competition was very successful. 

The MHS Band and Color Guard has around 

150 participants.  Throughout this upcoming 

year, they are participating in four different 

competitions. In the past, they have won many 

different competitions in various categories, as 

well as participated in the Raleigh Christmas 

Parade. When Mr. 

Tew was asked what 

he loved about his 

band, he said he has 

always loved 

Midway, the students 

and parents are all so 

very involved, and 

stated, “Midway is 

the best place to be!”

New Raider Leadership Roles At MHS 
Aaron Lane, 

the New 

Athletic 

Director at 

MHS, grew 

up in 

Clinton, NC 

and 

graduated 

from Clinton High School and from North 

Carolina State University. When asked what 

brought him to Midway, Lane said, “I really 

love the community support and school 

pride”. His outside activities include 

spending time with friends and family and 

attending various sporting events. Midway 

is looking forward to Coach Lane being the 

new Head Coach for the Men’s Varsity 

Basketball Team. 
 

Colt Pierce, the 

new Assistant 

Principal at 

MHS, grew up 

in Olin, NC 

where he 

graduated from 

North Iredell 

High School. 

Mr. Pierce 

earned his undergraduate at North Carolina 

State University and a Masters of School 

Administration from the University of 

North Carolina at Wilmington. When asked 

what brought him to Midway, he said, “I 

have been teaching at Union for the past 

four years and wanted to become an 

Administrator!” Mr. Pierce’s favorite thing 

about Midway so far is the community. In 

his free time, 

he enjoys 

playing 

basketball 

and working 

out. 

 

Gaynor 

Hammond, 

the new Principal of MHS, grew up in 

Birkenhead, England where she attended 

Prenton High for Girls. Then, she moved to 

the United States where she graduated from 

Southern Wayne High 

School. Mrs. Hammond 

graduated from East 

Carolina University and 

North Carolina State 

University, where she 

earned her Master of 

School Administration Degree. When asked 

what brought her to Midway, Mrs. 

Hammond said, “I started as an Assistant 

Principal here at MHS and made a full circle 

from Elementary to Middle and back to the 

High School.” When asked what her 

favorite thing about Midway is, she 

responded, “The Raider Pride”. Outside of 

school, Mrs. Hammond loves visiting her 

beach house and riding the boat with her 

family.

Ring Ceremony 
Midway High’s Ring Ceremony was held on 

September 19, 2019. The Class of 2021 and 

their families attended this special ceremony to 

celebrate this milestone in their lives. This 

ceremony is a step towards the end of a chapter 

of the students’ lives—their high school days. 

The class ring is a sign of their hard work and 

accomplishments that they have achieved 

throughout their educational career. Midway 

High School was very grateful for the turnout 

at this ceremony and how heartwarming and 

truly special it was. Mrs. Michelle Perry, Mrs. 

Ashley Melendrez, and 

Mrs. Susan Citro helped to 

make this possible for the 

Juniors - Class of 2021. 

Midway High School has several 9th grade students taking part in a two-year 

project partnered with UNCW called I-40 E.A.S.T. In this program, students 

are involved in lab-based science investigations, explore various STEM career 

opportunities, provide informative presentations for the public at community 

events, and look towards the future planning of community development. All 

activities concentrate in the areas noted by E.A.S.T.—Engineering, 

Agriculture, Science & Technology.  

Several students were given the opportunity to apply in 7th grade. Participants were chosen from the returned applications, and 

students began their two-year commitment with the project. During year one, participants had monthly Saturday workshops that 

included informative presentations, as well as hands-on lab 

investigations. Year one ended with a full week of STEM experiences on the campus of 

UNCW. During year two, so far students have been meeting twice a month—one 

planning meeting where they are preparing a public presentation on a specific topic and 

one community event where they showcase what they have been learning. Fall events 

where you can visit the I-40 E.A.S.T. exhibit booth include the Muscadine Festival in 

Duplin County, the Sorghum Festival in Sampson County, and the NC Poultry Jubilee 

in Rose Hill, NC. This program currently serves students from Sampson County, Duplin 

County, and Clinton City Schools. The Burroughs Wellcome Fund Student STEM 

Enrichment Program made funding for this project possible. We would also like to thank 

Dr. Sue Kezios—Principal Investigator & Director of Youth Programs with the 

UNCW Watson School of Education, Liz Smith - Project Coordinator for UNCW 

Youth Programs, & all the other I-40 E.A.S.T. staff. 
 

See You At The Pole 

On Wednesday, September 25, a group of students, staff, 

pastors, and community members gathered at MHS to praise 

God and exalt His name. At this event, people prayed, read 

God's Word, stated the history of See You at The Pole, sung, 

and gave a devotion. Breakfast was provided, which included 

Bo’Jangles biscuits, apples, oranges, and bananas. The meeting 

ended with a prayer circle gathered around the flagpole with 

believers gathering and praying for revitalization, rejoicing, and 

special requests. God’s presence was felt throughout this event. 

Participants enjoyed the opportunity to gather for focusing on 

God, fun, food, and fellowship. The devotion helped believers 

to refocus their eyes on the things above (Colossians 3:2) and 

see why we should drop the sins that easily entangle us 

(Hebrews 12:1).  

 

MHS Blue Crew Creations  
Blue Crew Creations is a school-based enterprise that sells variety 

of products such as bows, keychains, and decorative plates. You 

can customize a bow to match your décor by selecting 3 colors. 

The bows come in 3 different sizes: small, medium, and large. We 

also have keychains and plates that can be monogrammed with 

vinyl. We hope to offer monogrammed Holiday T-shirts for 

purchase soon! Mrs. Core, Mrs. Strickland, Mrs. Cousar, Mrs. 

Jackson, Mrs. O’Brien supervises Blue Crew Creations along with 

their students. Michelle Perry’s Entrepreneurship II class markets 

& sells for the school-based enterprise. The purpose of Blue Crew 

Creations is to raise money for students at MHS. We are located 

beside the Weight Room. Please contact Mrs. Strickland or Mrs. 

Core for more information! 

 

November 9 at 7:00 pm 
Come out and support our contestants! 

 MHS SkillsUSA Club would like to 

recognize Justin Edgerton for being 

the Reporter for the NC SkillsUSA 

State Officer Team. 


